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BRIEF MENTION 255 

While in the main a historical point of view prevails, the traditions of former 
exegetical method show rather strongly in some of the articles dealing with Christian 
ideas, as for example in the article on "Peace." Provision is made for eliminating 
the temptation to special interpretation of controverted topics by securing double 
treatment. In the articles, "Mysticism" and "Penance" excellent contributions by 
Roman Catholic scholars insure a fair presentation of the Catholic interpretation 
alongside of Protestant expositions. 

In content and in treatment this is one of the best volumes yet issued. 

G. B. S. 

Boxsfoed, G. W., and Sihler, E. G. (editors). Hellenic Civilization. New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1915. xiii+719 pages. $3.75. 
This is the second volume in a series of source books published under the general 
title Records of Civilization. As defined by the general editor, Professor John T. 
Shotwell, of Columbia University, the purpose of the series is twofold: First, it aims 
to make accessible those sources of the history of Europe and of the Near East which 
are of prime importance. Secondly, in its treatment of these texts and by its bib- 
liographies and special studies it covers the work of modern scholars in these fields. 
Owing to the wealth of material the preparation of the present volume must 
have involved many serious problems of selection and grouping. While the main 
scheme is chronological, certain groups of material have been gathered about such 
topics as government, economics, law, science, art, education, and religion. The 
compass of this selection ranges from the earliest period of Greek civilization down 
to the time of Plutarch, but only a relatively small amount of space is devoted to the 
Hellenistic age as distinct from the Hellenic. For the most part, where available, 
standard English translations have been followed. The explanatory introductions to 
the selections and the full bibliographies including both ancient and modern writers 
make the volume an indispensable aid particularly to the study of older Greek civiliza- 
tion. There is still need for much fuller orientation in the Hellenistic period, but 
possibly this demand will be met in later volumes of the series. S. J. C. 



